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Celebrating Early Success
We have 32 dogs in various stages of our 
training program, poised to fill a void in service 
provision for families with children with autism.  

Hundreds of volunteers have contributed 
thousands of hours in support of our mission.  

We’ve participated in more than 200 events to 
educate and inspire our community.  

We built a vibrant, world-class brand to tell 
our story, further amplified by a robust digital 
presence, record social engagement and 
merchandise available through our online store.

The walkathon fundraiser was established as 
our signature event, raising close to $200,000 
in just two years.  

Our two new Dodge Caravans are turning 
heads around town; check out the photo on 
page three.   

We built a community of passionate and 
devoted individuals, businesses and 
foundations with a shared vision of making the 
world a better, safer place.

We are proud of what we have achieved thus 
far and know that with your support, we will 
continue to create brighter paths for 
families touched by autism.

The Journey Thus Far 
As we embrace the joys of summer, we pause for a moment to reflect on our first 18 months in the world.  
In December 2016, we embarked on a path to create a brand new organization, one with a mission to 
profoundly enhance people’s lives.

We’ve worked to move mountains in pursuit of our goals, and in the coming months, we’ll place our very 
first service dogs. Our vision will become a reality as we unlock life’s potential for individuals and families 
a!ected by autism.  



Our Puppy Raising Tribe
Our talented puppy raisers make it possible 
for us to produce exemplary service dogs. 
These dedicated volunteers take eight-
week-old puppies into their hearts and 
homes. The pups learn basic obedience 
skills and appropriate house manners while 
receiving socialization to the sights and 
sounds of the world.  

Kristy Kraynak’s Story 
Our involvement began with a high school 
community service project. My daughter Allison 
and I became puppy raisers to dogs named 
Kelso and Rafael - each a tremendous blessing 
in our lives. We took them out to learn about 
the world and, in doing so, had more fun than 
I’d ever anticipated. Both Kelso and Rafael later 
became autism service dogs: Kelso for a boy 
named Nicky and Rafael for a boy named Lucas.

 We raised BluePath Sammy and we look
         forward to taking on another puppy

      soon. Raising for BluePath is like 
      being part of a big family: I feel 

     included, valued, and believe
     deeply in the organization’s

     mission and its people. It 
     is an incredible feeling to
     know that our contribution
     has had such a profound 
    and positive impact on
    others’ lives.
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Kristy Kraynak with BluePath Sammy

Members of BluePath’s puppy raising team at the 2018 Walkathon - Kristin 
and Ginger, Donna and Rex, Laura and Evie, Christie (with Lakota in front), 
Saxon and Ranger, Jen and Layla, Anne and Mikey, Kathleen (Duke in 
front), Wendy with Cash, Nicole with Journey and Rebecca with Chelsea.  
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New Additions
Maureen Mellett joins our team as a 
service dog trainer, bringing with her 15 
years of experience and enormous a"nity 
for our mission.  

From training dogs to supporting puppy raisers 
to attending community functions, we spend 
a lot of time on the road. Our new vans allow 
us to travel safely – and raise awareness for 
our mission along the way! The purchase of 
these vehicles was made possible through the 
generosity of Team Michelangelo, founded by 
Cathy Capasso and Stephen Sprague.  

Maureen with BluePath Sherman.  Photo: Joyfully Yours Media 

Superheroes in the Classroom
Our puppies complete the puppy raising portion 
of the process and enter Formal Training. 
Here they work with professional service dog 
instructors to master the more advanced 
behaviors they’ll need to become successful as 
service dogs. They also spend time in educational 
settings where they’re exposed to children with a 
variety of special needs. 

The children in my special education 
classroom immediately gravitate to 
the dogs and gain a sense of control 
when walking with them.#The dogs help 
to calm the students, regulate their 
behavior and prevent meltdowns by 
providing unconditional, nonjudgmental 
love and companionship. The BluePath 
trainers are experts at what they do; 
they entirely understand how to facilitate 
a safe, enjoyable and positive learning 
experience for each child. It is amazing to 
have them in our classroom community!

–  Emily Mandel, 
    Springhurst Elementary# 
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BluePath Service Dogs, Inc.
8 Country Club Rd.
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
845.377.0477
info@bluepathservicedogs.org

A True Blue Draft Pick 
for the New York Rangers!
We are thrilled that the New York 
Rangers have joined us on the path to 
unlocking life’s potential for children 
and families a!ected by autism. Our 

little hockey pup will accompany puppy 
raiser Saxon Eastman to Madison 

Square Garden daily and will be a regular 
fixture at practices and games. He will 

receive great socialization experiences and 
tons of opportunities to practice his skills. 

We are profoundly grateful for our partnership with 
the RangersTown community. We know Ranger

 and his new teammates will help raise tremendous 
awareness and support for 
autism and service dogs.
Let’s go Rangers! 
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Stay Connected
Join our volunteer team, make a donation, shop for BluePath 
merchandise or contact us at bluepathservicedogs.org.  

Connect with us on  


